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While most discoverability evaluation studiesin the Library and Information Science field discuss the
intersection of discovery layers and library systems, this book |ooks specifically at digital repositories,
examining discoverability from the lenses of system structure, user searches, and external discovery
avenues.

Discoverability, the ease with which information can be found by a user, is the cornerstone of all successful
digital information platforms. Y et, most digital repository practitioners and researchers lack a holistic and
comprehensive understanding of how and where discoverability happens. This book brings together current
understandings of user needs and behaviors and poses them alongside a deeper examination of digital
repositories around the theme of discoverability. It examines discoverability in digital repositories from both
user and system perspectives by exploring how users access content (including their search patterns and
habits, need for digital content, effects of outreach, or integration with Wikipedia and other web-based tools)
and how systems support or prevent discoverability through the structure or quality of metadata, system
interfaces, exposure to search engines or lack thereof, and integration with library discovery tools.

Discoverability in Digital Repositories will be particularly useful to digital repository managers,
practitioners, and researchers, metadata librarians, systems librarians, and user studies, usability and user
experience librarians. Additionally, and perhaps most prominently, this book is composed with the emerging
practitioner in mind. Instructors and students in Library and Information Science and Information
Management programs will benefit from this book that specifically addresses discoverability in digital
repository systems and services.
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