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Red pandan (Pandanus conoideus Lamarck) is an important plant for the people of the Arfak Mountain in
the Province of Papua Barat (West Papua), Indonesia that include the tribes of Meyah, Sougb and Hatam. In
total there are 10 morphological variations found, each with alocal (vernacular) name.The local
nomenclature used by the three tribesis in correspondence with the formal botanical nomenclature, but not
identical. The result of the ethnotaxonomical study shows that the basic name equals to species name, while
attribute refers to infraspecific classification.Attribute is suggested to be addressed to the category of variety
in the formal (botanical) taxonomy rather than to subspecies. Ethnotaxonomy is proven to be agood
aternative solution for the problems faced in the formal taxonomy.
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