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In anovel approach to the field of Islamic politics, this provocative new study compares the evolution of
Islamic populism in Indonesia, the country with the largest Muslim population in the world, to the Middle
East. Utilising approaches from historical sociology and political economy, Vedi R. Hadiz argues that
competing strands of Islamic politics can be understood as the product of contemporary struggles over
power, material resources and the result of conflict across avariety of social and historical contexts.
Drawing from detailed case studies across the Middle East and Southeast Asia, the book engages with
broader theoretical questions about political change in the context of socio-economic transformations and
presents an innovative, comparative framework to shed new light on the diverse trgjectories of Islamic
politics in the modern world.
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