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Two decades after Indonesid's transition to democracy, its labor movement has emerged as a vibrant and
influential political actor. Labor and Politicsin Indonesia provides the first in-depth analysis of this
development, investigating how a structurally weak labor movement carved out a strategic foothold in a
country with no recent history of union engagement in politics. Caraway and Ford show how Indonesia's
labor movement achieved many of its goals first through the disruptive power of contentious politics and
later by combining street and electoral politics. Labor and Politics in Indonesia challenges the dominant
theoretical approachesin the study of Indonesian politics, demonstrating how this movement became an
active, and surprisingly effective, participant in Indonesia's democracy. Caraway and Ford break new
theoretical ground in their analysis of how legacies of authoritarianism, the post-transition political
opportunity structure, and the tactical creativity of Indonesia's unions combined to propel Indonesias labor
movement to success.
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