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<b>ABSTRACT</b><br>

While the long history of commerce in Southeast Asiais well studied, less examination has been made of
the histories of capitalism, particularly in terms of the encounters that took place around commaodities. This
article provides atrandlation and analysis of a description of Dobo on Aruin 1911. At thetime it wasa
Klondike, on what JuliaMartinez and | have termed the pearl frontier. The Aru islands were the site for an
Australian-led pearl shell consortium that ran from the beginning of the twentieth century until the 1940s,
which brought in alarge number of Japanese divers and other Asian and Pacific workers. Examining
relations around the pearling industry provides a number of general methodological points of entry into the
ways that commodity relations created encounters with modernity.
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