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Metal s accumulation in sediments from both natural and anthropogenic sources occurs in the same way,
making it difficult to identify and determine the origin of heavy metals present in the sediments. Moreover,
the total concentration of metals often does not accurately represent their characteristics and toxicity. In
order to overcome the mentioned obstacles, it is necessary to evaluate the individual fractions of the metals
to fully understand their actual and potential environmental effects. Single extraction is thus used generally
to provide arapid evaluation of the exchangeable metal fraction in sediments. However, complicated
sequential extraction procedures are used to provide more detailed information regarding different metal
phase associations.
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