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The increasing of elderly proportion is now being a new challenge in Indonesian population. It needs further
reinterpretation and comprehensive studies which uncover itsinterrelation with social organization system,
tradition continuity and the dynamic of local community, so that the impact, of the growing number of the
elderly can be explained. In this article the author explores the problems of elderly without children in
Minangkabau society, well known as an ethnic matrilineal system and strong traditions of migration. The
author identifies three categories of elderly without children in Minangkabau: childless elderly never got
married, childless elderly due to reproductive failure, and the elderly not having children. The author also
describes that elderly without children in Minangkabau face problems socially and psychologically,
specifically relations between man and woman in matrilineal system, marriage relationship problems and
migration.
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