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Based on data from fieldwork in Mentawai, this article discusses the researcher?s interest in traditional
medicine actors among the Mentawai people, namely Sekerei. The appeal of a Sekerei is realized through
their modest daily lives, despite the effect these days of power from outside and modernity, that has so
heavily eroded the local knowledge available. Sekerei are diminishing numbers, and medicinal herb findings
are diminishing annually, showing that traditional healers have been split into two parts, namely fixed
synergized with traditional natural life, or becoming a very important part in the globalization that is
gripping the power of a Sekerei.
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