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Synopsis

A half-century of battles between pro-development forces and neighborhood defenders has reshaped the
urban political landscape. Conflicts exist in cities around the world between economic forces favoring
development and protectors of neighborhood distinctiveness. What is different is that outcomes are no
longer as pre-determined as in the past. Through a series of well-informed and perceptive case studies, the
authors identify an important incremental shift in urban policy from a narrow preoccupation with land use
toward greater concern with people.Revitalization policies have become viewed as an iterative and ongoing
process rather than as a package of fixed products. While inequality and neighborhood distress remain
pressing challenges for urban communities everywhere, this volume demonstrates that the possibilities for
responding are more fluid and, hopefully, more effective than ever before. --Blair Ruble, Woodrow Wilson
International Center for Scholars
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