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ASEAN-Russia: foundations and future prospects
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In 2012, Russia assumes the Chairmanship of APEC, and is keen to build on its memberships of both the
East Asia Summit (EAS) and the Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM). Russiais geographically and historically
part of Asiaand the Asia Pacific, and has been a dialogue partner of ASEAN since 1996. Still, the obstacles
of distance and languages have led ASEAN member states and Russia to know and interact little between
both sides. As growth polesin the world economy, there is much benefit in greater interaction between their
rich economies.
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