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The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution is clear: Congress shall make no law abridging freedom of
the press. And yet aforce seemingly even more powerful than the supreme law of the land threatens one of
our nation's most precious guarantors of freedom. For more than two centuries, American newspapers have
collected, organized, and disseminated the information that makes democracy possible. Occasiona
opponents of afree press have not been able to cripple newspapers and despite dire predictions, neither have
radio, television, or the Internet. But greed can kill American newspapers, thus eliminating the crucial
synergy between journalism and democracy.
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