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Surface dressing has been a popular maintenance alternative for many years. The inservice performance of
surface dressing relates to balancing properties such as skid resistance against changes in time as the
aggregate particles embed into the underlying road and react to trafficking. This paper summaries the
development of predictive laboratory methods to better understand the inter-rel ationships between
embedment and how performance characteristics such discussed. The findings of this laboratory based
research appear to rank materials according to their in-service performance and should result in more
sustainable use of limited high quality materials for road maintenance and construction purposes.
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