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<i>Obstruction of the upper respiratory tract (OURT) will cause mouth breathing that is known to influence
neuromuscular activity. Thiswill lead to malformation of face growth pattern and head posture that can
result in dentocraniofacial deformity. This research aimed to identify the differencesin soft tissue profile
characteristicsin OURT patients compared to normal subjects, and to analyze the differences between boys
and girlsin this respect. An analytic descriptive study with cross sectional design was applied. The sample
consists of 96 subjectsincluding 64 OURT patients (32 boys and 32 girls) and 32 normal subjects (11 boys
and 21 girls). The results showed that the OURT patients had convex profile and longer distance than the
normal subjects between upper or lower lip to esthetic line (p<0.05). Furthermore, normal male subjects had
longer distance of upper lip to E-line than females (p=0.039). The same was aso shown in OURT patients,
i.e. male patients had longer distance of upper and lower lip to E-line compared to females (p<0.05).</i>
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