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Smokein the %/657 Archaeological evidence for medicinal henbane
fumigation at Ottoman Kaman-Kalehoyuk, K& #305;r& #351;ehir

Prow nce, Turkey
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The medicinal use of narcotics has along history, extending back thousands of years, but installations for
the ingestion of such substances are rarely preserved. One such installation was found in the Ottoman
(fifteenth—seventeenth centuries) levels at Kaman-Kaehdyiik, a multi-period settlement mound in central
Turkey. Excavations of an Ottoman tand& #305;r or ventilated earth-oven have revealed a concentration of
charred henbane seeds that suggest the hearth had been used for medicinal fumigation. Henbane smoke was
atraditional treatment for relieving toothache and other maladies, but thisis the first archaeological
evidence for the practice in Asia.
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