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The second edition of the International Handbook of Lifelong Learning is extensive, innovative, and
international in scope, remit and vision, inviting its readers to engage in acritical re-appraisal of the theme
of “lifelong learning”. It is a thorough-going, rigorous and scholarly work, with profound and wide-ranging
implications for the future of educating institutions and agencies of all kinds in the conception, planning and
delivery of lifelong learning initiatives. Lifelong learning requires a wholly new philosophy of learning,
education and training, one that aims to facilitate a coherent set of links and pathways between work, school
and education, and recognises the necessity for government to give incentives to industry and their
employees so they can truly “invest” in lifelong learning. It is aso a concept that is premised on the
understanding of alearning society in which everyone, independent of race, creed or gender, is entitled to
quality learning that istruly excellent.

This book recognises the need for profound changes in education and for goals that are critically important
to education, economic advancement, and social involvement. To those concerned about the future of our
society, our economy and educational provision, this book provides arichly illuminating basis for powerful
debate. Drawing extensively on policy analyses, conceptual thinking and examples of informed and world-
standard practice in lifelong learning endeavours in the field, both editors and authors seek to focus readers
attention on the many issues and decisions that must be addressed if lifelong learning is to become aredlity
for usall.
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