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Detailed descriptions on biological activities, tissue and/or subcellular distribution, molecular structure, gene
organization, possible functions, clinical applications, lectin-ligand interactions and their intervention for
therapeutic purposes are provided. The recently discovered C-type lectins as well as further novel super-
families of this group of molecules are described in detail. Furthermore, the clinical significance of animal
lectinsin inflammatory diseases, defects of immune defense and autoimmunity are described and their
application as drugs and therapeutic targetsis discussed.
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