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The causes and behavioral consequences of disasters brings a public health perspective to the literature,
reflecting the increasing importance of the field in both disaster preparedness and disaster response. Arguing
that a disaster is not only the event but its aftermath as well, the authors apply salient local content to the
study of scenarios ranging from the Cuzco, Peru, earthquake of 1950 to the Columbine school shooting, the
Oklahoma City bombing, and 9/11. These case studies form the basis for models of vulnerabilitiesto
disasters and population behavior following disasters, illustrating how careful pre-event planning and
coordinated post-event response strategies can minimize the initial damage and negative aftereffects.
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