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This study was motivated by the existence of local groups working in art and culture, farming and food
production to support the Setu Babakan Betawi Cultural Village in its culture preservation and tourism
purposes. The purpose of this study isto investigate the process of community empowerment through
community based tourism from the following criteria: perceived benefits and barriers in the devel opment of
community based tourism. The study revealed that community based tourism have demonstrated benefitsin
the following dimensions: economic, social, cultural, environmental and political. However community
based tourism activitiesin Setu Babakan Betawi Cultural village have not been optimum in empowering the
communities due to these shortcomings: lack of tourism awareness among residents who are not directly
involved with tourism, centralization of tourism related policy and decision making within village
management, and elite domination in tourism endeavours.
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