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Datamining, an interdisciplinary field combining methods from artificial intelligence, machine learning,
statistics and database systems, has grown tremendously over the last 20 years and produced core results for
applications like business intelligence, spatio-temporal data analysis, bioinformatics, and stream data
processing.

The fifteen contributors to this volume are successful and well-known data mining scientists and
professionals. Mohamed Medhat Gaber has asked them (and many others) to write down their journeys
through the data mining field, trying to answer the following questions, 1. What are your motives for
conducting research in the data mining field?2. Describe the milestones of your research in thisfield. 3.
What are your notable success stories?4. How did you learn from your failures?5. Have you encountered
unexpected results?6. What are the current research issues and challengesin your area?7. Describe your
research tools and technigues. 8. How would you advise a young researcher to make an impact?9. What do
you predict for the next two years in your area?10. What are your expectations in the long term?
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