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Drawing on awide range of sciencesin addition to demography, gerontology, and epidemiology, including
medical sociology, biostatistics, public policy, bioethics, and molecular biology. The author treats
theoretical and applied issues, links methods and findings, covers the materia internationally, nationaly,
and locally, and while focusing on the elderly, treats the entire life course. The methods, materials, and
pespectives of demography and epidemiology are brought to bear on such topics as the prospects for future
increases in human longevity, the relative contribution of life style, environment, genetics, and chance in
human longevity, the measurement of the share of healthy yearsin total life expectancy, the role of
population growth in the rising costs of health care, and the applications of health demography in serving the
health needs of local communities.
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