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This study isthefirst to provide a detailed estimation of the hecatomb in terms of number of deaths and life
expectancy. The famine of 1933 was alone responsible for the deaths of 2.6 million Ukrainians and reduced
male and female life expectancies to 7 and 11 years respectively. Once the crises of the 1930s and 1940s
were over, the earlier trend in health resumed and mortality declined steadily until the 1960s. At this point,
however, anew type of crisis appeared that caused a sustained reversal in the existing trends. Life
expectancy for women stopped increasing altogether, while that for men began arelentless year on year
regression. Notwithstanding the confusing picture created by the fluctuations of the 1980s and 1990s, the
long-term trend is to further deterioration. To understand the factorsinvolved, this study analysesin detall
the combined effects of different causes of death at different ages.&#82083;
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