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This handbook shows how the rural population, which recently dropped below 50 per cent of the world total,
remains avital segment of society living in proximity to much-needed developmental and amenity
resources. Therich diversity of rural areas shapes the capacity of resident communities to address far-
reaching social, environmental and economic challenges. Some will survive, become sustainable and even
thrive, while others will suffer rapid depopulation. This handbook demonstrates how these future
development trajectories will vary according to local characteristicsincluding, but not limited to, population
composition.
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