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From a broad and varied background, the editors have compiled arare group of contributors uniquely
qualified to address questions about the current state ofarchaeology and its relevance in society. Thereisno
single answer to thequestion of how the field of archaeology should develop, and what it can do forsociety.
Instead,the authors in this volume lay out the many ways in which archaeology isrelevant to the present day,
considering, for example, climate change, energyexploration, warfare, national identity, the importance of
stories and how theyare told, and how and why opportunities to engage with the past throughmuseums, digs,
television, classes, and the print media have the formsthey currently do, creating a state-of-the-art tool for
archaeol ogists, policymakers and the public alike to understand the work of many in the field and address
the challenges we all face.
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