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The unexpected and premature passing away of Professor Ebrahim H. "Abe" Mamdani on January, 22,
2010, was a big shock to the scientific community, to all his friends and colleagues around the world, and to
his close relatives. Professor Mamdani was a remarkable figure in the academic world, as he contributed to
so many areas of science and technology. Of great relevance are hislatest thoughts and ideas on the study of
language and its handling by computers.

The fuzzy logic community is particularly indebted to Abe Mamdani (1941-2010) who, in 1975, in his
famous paper An Experiment in Linguistic Synthesis with a Fuzzy Logic Controller, jointly written with his
student Sedrak Assilian, introduced the novel idea of fuzzy control. Thiswas an elegant engineering
approach to the modeling and control of complex processes for which mathematical models were unknown
or too difficult to build, yet they could effectively and efficiently be controlled by human operators. This
ground-breaking idea has found innumerable applications and can be considered as one of the main factors
for the proliferation and adoption of fuzzy logic technology.

This book constitutes a posthumous homage to Abe Mamdani. It isa collection of original papersrelated in
some way to hisworks, ideas and vision, and especially written by researchers directly acquainted with him
or with hiswork.
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