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The Cambridge companion to international law
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Thisintellectually rigorous introduction to international law encourages readers to engage with multiple
aspects of the topic: as Aaw? directing and shaping its subjects; as atechnique for governing the world of
states and beyond statehood; and as a framework within which several critical and constructivist projects are
articulated. The articles situate international law in its historical and ideological context and examine core
concepts such as sovereignty, jurisdiction and the state. Attention is also given to its operation within
international institutions and in dispute settlement, and a separate section is devoted to international law?s
?projects?. protecting human rights, eradicating poverty, the conservation of resources, the regulation of
international trade and investment and the establishment of international order. The diverse group of
contributors draws from disciplinary orientations ranging from positivism to postmodernism to ensure that
this book isinformed theoretically and politically, aswell as grounded in practice"-- Provided by publisher.
"From an exotic specialization on the fringes of the law school, international law has turned during the last
century into a ubiquitous presence in global policy-making as well asin academic and journalistic
commentary on such policy-making. With internationalization first, globalization later, questions about the
legality under international treaties or customary law of this or that action were posed with increasing
urgency in the media and by citizen activists as well as by governments and international institutions.
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